
RESOLUTION NO.  81-45 

RESOLUTION O F  THE C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  THE C I T Y  O F  
L O D I  D I R E C T I N G  THE C I T Y  CLERK TO CONDUCT ALL 
FUTURE M U N I C I P A L  ELECTIONS W I T H  ORAL ASSISTANCE 
ONLY FOR M I N O R I T Y  LANGUAGES UNDER THE VOTERS 
R I G H T S  ACT (1975 AMENDMENT) 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Counci l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of  Lodi has  
been keenly  concerned w i t h  t h e  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  i n  p rov id ing  
mul t i - language  e l e c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  1975 Amendments 
t o  t h e  Voting R igh t s  A c t .  

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Counci l  of  t h e  C i t y  of  Lodi ,  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  h a s  made a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  de t e rmine  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  community f o r  such  a 
c o s t l y  program. I n  canvass ing  t h e  mun ic ipa l  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  
i n  t h i s  community s i n c e  t h e  enactment  of  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  
has  been de termined  t h a t  t h e  Spanish  language p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
b a l l o t  h a s  n o t  been u t i l i z e d .  

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Counci l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of  Lodi d i r e c t e d  
t h e  C i t y  C le rk  of t h i s  C i t y  t o  cor respond w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
of  t h e  Uni ted  S ta t e s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  p o i n t s  h e r e t o f o r e  se t  f o r t h  
and p l ead ing  t h a t  i n  view of  t h e  p r e s e n t  economy of t h e  n a t i o n  
and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e v e r s a l s  be ing  encountered  by c i t i e s  through-  
o u t  t h i s  n a t i o n  t h a t  immediate a c t i o n  be  t aken  t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  
m u l t i - l i n g u a l  r equ i r emen t s  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  a c t .  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U . S .  Department of J u s t i c e  and on A p r i l  1 3 ,  
1 9 8 1  a w r i t t e n  r e sponse  w a s  r e c e i v e d  from David H .  Hunter ,  
A t to rney ,  Voting S e c t i o n ,  U . S .  J u s t i c e  Department,  which s t a t e s  
i n  p a r t  as  f o l l o w s :  

WHEREAS, t h e  l e t t e r  d i r e c t e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan w a s  

" I t  i s  t h e  view of t h e  At to rney  General  t h a t  t h e  
Voting R i g h t s  A c t  does  n o t  r e q u i r e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  
unde r t ake  m i n o r i t y  language  e l e c t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  would n o t  f u r t h e r  t h e  g o a l  of  enab l ing  m i n o r i t y  
language  c i t i z e n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  
t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s .  You may wish t o  c o n s i d e r  
whether  g iven  t h e  c i r cums tances  you d e s c r i b e  t h e  
C i t y  of Lodi might  n o t  b e t t e r  f o c u s  i t s  monori ty  
language  e f f o r t s  on t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of Spanish  
language o r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t s  t h a t  
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have significant numbers of actual or potential 
voters of Spanish heritage who are not proficient 
in the English language and on publicity for the 
availability of such assistance." 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council 
of the City of Lodi does hereby direct Alice M. Reimche, City 
Clerk of the City of Lodi, to conduct all future Municipal 
elections with oral assistance only for minority languages 
under the Voters Rights Act (1975 Amendment). 

Dated: May 6, 1981 

I hereby certify that Resolution No. 81-45 was passed 
and adopted by the City Council of the City of Lodi 
in a regular meeting held May 6, 1981 by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Ayes: Councilmen - Murphy, Pinkerton, Katnich 
and McCarty 

+ 
Noes : Councilmen - None 

Absent: Councilmen - Hughes 

ALICE M. REIMCHE 
City Clerk 
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